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probed by the
Progressive Federal
Party.

PFP environment
spokesman Rupert
Lorimer has tabled ques-
tions in Parliament -
expected to be answered
this week - asking whv
a container full of cl cads
from the Transvaal and
Eastern Cape was a1-
lowed to be shrpped from
Durban to Nrce in \Iarch
1986, seeminglS' tn con-
travention of the Conven-
tion on Internationa]
Trade in Endangered
Species.

Believed to be includ-
ed in the consignment to
Nice was an extremely
valuable encepholarpos
u,oorlti specimen. one of
the rarest plants in the
world and noq'extinct in
the wild.

Mr Lorimer said he
was investigating infor-
mation that the shipment
of c.vcads to France was
connected to attempts to
prornote a French rugby
tour to South Africa.

He will also ask why a
permit was granted by
the Cape Nature Conser-
vation Department for a
second container load of
698 cycads to be shipped
from Durban to Madeira
by Joe Berardo, chair-
man of Johannesburg
Mining and Finance,
when the Natal Parks
Board had already re-
fused to grant permission
for the shipment.

Madeira-born Mr
Berardo is presently at
the centre of a political
storm over his role in the
sale of the former SAAN
Building in Johannesburg
to the city council, for
which he is alleged to

for the cycads.
Under the CITES reg-

ulations, cycads, as en-
dangered species. may
not be exported unless
thet' are nurserY grown
or form part of a non-
commercial exchange
between two screntific in-
stitution s.

Following Sundar Trib-
une investigations. the
Department of Forergn
Affairs has confirmed it
had recommended to the
Department of Nature
Conservation that it
would be in South Afri-
ca's interests for cycads
to be made available to
the Nice Botanical Gar-
dens, subject to the "ap-
plicable regulations",
after a request from the
South African Embassy
in Paris.

A spokesman for For-
eign Affairs said the
cycad consignment was
sold to Jean-Pierre Scla-
vo, director of the Nice
Botanical Gardens, and
the transaction was seen
as an act of goodwill to
Nice, twin city of Cape
Town.

was subsequently issued
by both the Transvaal
Provincial Administra-
tion and the Cape De-
partment of Nature and
Environmental Conser-
vation.

However Cynthia
Giddy, a South African
representative {r.rr thc In'
ternational tlnion for
Conservation of Nattrre s

iItJCN) Species Survival
Commissron on c1'cads.
alleges the plants export-

ed to Nice were 1m to
1,5m in size, indicating
they were 80 to 100-year-
old specimens, not nur-
sery seedlings.

Mrs Giddy told the
Tribune she had attended
an international cycad
conven!ion in Nice in
April 1987: "We were told
a displal' of South Afri-
can c1-cads at the con-
vention. including the
rare u'oodu. was part of
NIr Sclavo's private col-
lection."

A conservation source
told the Tribune this week
that a South African ern-
bassy representative in
Paris. during a telephone
conversation in i986, had
said should a permit for
the cycads not be given.
"a French rugby tour
could be on the line".

However, the Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Pik
Botha, said he had no
knowledge of any connec-
tion between a French
rugby tour and the con-
signment of cycads.

Mr Sclavo told the
Tribune that, as director
of the Nice Botanical
Gardens. he routinely
made purchases around
the world. He had distrl-
buted the cycads in-
volved in the South Afri-
can deal to various gar-
dens around Nice.

Meanwhile, a sPokes-
man for the Natal Parks
Br.rard conftrmed this
week that the Board had

refused to gralll a Permit
to Joe Berardo t0 cxport
698 big cl,cads to Nladei-
ra last August.

The Cape Department
of Nature Conservation
subsequentlv issued ir
permit lor the shipmcri'"

Dr Johan van Zvl. Dop-
ut1'Direclor oi Nature
Conservation in the Cape.

The Tribune this week
established that a telefax
sent from the Madeira
Botanical Gardens to the
Natal Parks Board re-
questing permission for
the donation, was, in fact,
sent from the offices of a

tobacco company, Ernp
Madeira Tobaccos, of
which Mr Berardo is
president.

Keith Cooper, conser-
vation director of the
Wiidlife Society, this
week called for the mat-
ter to be fully investigat-
ed at the highest level.
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have earned

nursery owners Ita van
der Walt in the Transvaal


