
Hi Ian 
 
Comment to the Government on the latest e-mail from Japan. 
 

HI ALL 
 
Please read the attached e-mail, comment to the Cycad Society after doomed e-mail from 
Japan. 
 

This is an occurrence just about all around the world. 
 
And The letter that was send on 28 December 2010 and the ban overseas was lifted in two 
weeks, now 6 years later, same occurrence, attached for your convenience. 
 
It’s a sad day today, as I realized cultivating cycads in South Africa after 20 years are 
“doomed” for life. 
That a single person can drive our cycads to “extinction” lies beyond my mind. 
 
Question:- the “Scientific Authority” should consist of 4-6 people, from different 
government departments, making decisions, (putting law on paper)  they, after all are the 
advisors to the government for law making on cycads, SANBI is suppose to be the “chair” 
and not a single person putting law on paper and in all the cases the last 13 years has side 
stepped the Real Stakeholders (omitting Real Stakeholders from comment on critical 
meetings, on the last moment meetings, check the government documentation with 
stakeholders) on numerous laws on cycads. 
 
Can we please get back to work and get all these bans and miss interpretations sorted out 
and withdrawn!!! 
 
After all the hard work of putting the TOPS, BMP, and the NSAP in place, suppose to be 
beautiful documents, with a great future for our cycads, but with one single word 
“MORATORIUM” that gets sneaked in at the last moment, wipes all the beautiful 
documents, suppose to protect our cycads from extinction from the table. 
   
The most important document that is causing havoc overseas, NDF, SHOULD BE 
WITHDRAWN OR RETRACTED WITH IMMEADIATE EFECT. This document was withdrawn 
from the BMP meeting on 6 AUGUST 2014, AFTER IT WAS PROVEN ON THAT MEETING TO 
BE “FALSE” and incorrect with no evidence to prove the facts on the document, hardly any 
GPS coordinates available of cycads left in nature.!!! 
 
After all, the COP17 Conference was all about sustainable use of your Countries’ 
Biodiversity. Whereas present moves from SANBI is quite the opposite. 
 
Getting the youth involved, getting the previously disadvantaged communities involved-
need to be addressed. 
 
Getting back to CITES Convention 9.1, cultivate, create jobs, earn valuable currency from 
cultivated cycads, and take the pressure of the wild!!!! As per COP17 Conference. 



 
Where did the Cycads fall off the Table??? 
 
Regards 
 
Adolf Fanfoni 
 
Cycads Forever!!! 
 

 
 
 


